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Oath of Quality
As GOP presidential hopefuls blaze cam-

paign trails this fall, many are telling voters 

they will use a quality method to help 

reduce the massive national deficit and 

eliminate wasteful spending.

Through the urging of Strong America 

Now—a nonprofit conservative politi-

cal group—six Republican presidential 

candidates have pledged to implement lean 

Six Sigma methods throughout the federal 

government if elected to office.

Candidates who signed the oath also 

promised that after being elected, they would 

attend two days of lean Six Sigma training, 

perform a waste reduction project before 

taking office, and apply waste reduction tools 

to cut federal spending by 25% a year and 

pay down the national debt by 2017.

Is lean Six Sigma a legitimate option to 

take on such tall orders or simply hollow 

campaign talk to pacify voters aching for 

answers?

Some skeptics and political analysts 

have called the pledge “absurd” and seem 

to trivialize the quality practice as “some 

old-fashion private-sector pixie dust” that 

won’t make a difference. 

They point to past presidential candi-

dates who promoted bringing business 

best practices to the public sector to save 

money and make government more cost 

effective, yet spending and inefficiencies 

seemed to flourish after they were elected 

to office. 

For example, George W. Bush was the 

self-styled “MBA President,” and Ronald Rea-

gan talked about implementing “advanced, 

modern business practices” to save money 

during his time as California governor.

Pointing to success stories in public 

and private settings, quality advocates 

see what lean Six Sigma has done to 

improve processes and save money. 

Several government agencies already 

are using lean Six Sigma principles with 

great success, including the U.S. Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Air 

Force, the Department of Homeland Se-

curity and the U.S. Navy, said ASQ Chair 

James J. Rooney. So why not expand its 

use?

“There’s no better time for the 

federal government to deploy lean Six 

Sigma principles to reduce the debt, and 

to restore the faith of the American people 

and credit rating agencies like Standard and 

Poor’s,” Rooney said. 

“We are ecstatic to hear that Six Sigma 

is finally being looked at as a serious large-

scale option for decreasing the national 

debt,” said Craig Setter, president and CEO 

of Aveta Business Insitute, a Six Sigma 

training provider. “We fully support this 

approach.”

GOP candidates who have already 

signed the pledge include: Minnesota Rep. 

Michele Bachmann, Godfather’s Pizza CEO 

Herman Cain, former Speaker of the House 

Newt Gingrich, former New Mexico Gov. 

Gary Johnson, Michigan Rep. Thaddeus 

McCotter, Texas Rep. Ron Paul and former 

Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum. 

Former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty had 

signed the pledge before he left the White 

House race in August, and Texas Gov. Rick 

Perry apparently has been considering the 

oath. Perry already supports a bill in the Texas 

legislature that would implement lean Six 

Sigma in the Texas Workforce Commission.

Retired Texas business consultant Mike 

George, who founded Strong America Now, 

has been attempting to get all presidential 

candidates, including President Obama, to 

sign on.

Obama has not but has shown inter-

est in lean Six Sigma through his Jobs and 

Competitiveness Council, which will be “ap-

plying business concepts (like the lean Six 

Sigma approach) to regulatory processes” 

later this year.
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